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PASSIVE SOLAR 
in TASMANIA

Termite free 
timber extension

Straw bale flood repairs
Self-sufficient earthbag home

Wet areas special feature

WIN! A two nights rural 
straw bale stay. See p.68
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH
With two other building projects 
under their belts, these owner 
builders were glad to complete their 
own home. Story starts page 38.

Photo: Lynda Wilson.

Phone: 0402 428 123
(10am–2pm Monday & Thursday)

Email: info@theownerbuilder.com.au
Web: www.theownerbuilder.com.au
www.facebook.com/TheOwnerBuilder

Postal address:

PO Box 9000, Paterson NSW 2421 

AUSTRALIA

48

The Owner Builder  
© Copyright 2012 • ISSN 0728-7275

 6 COUNTRY HAVEN BUILT TO LAST

A seamless, termite-less addition to a ‘60s weatherboard cottage.

 14 A TEENAGE TAKE ON OWNER BUILDING

A hilarious look at the process through the eyes of a 14-year old.

 16  THE BIRTH OF AN EARTHBAG HOME

A first time builder in the USA designs and builds her own home for $US 6000.

 22  STONE SETTLER’S COTTAGE

The dream of building a stone cottage is still alive and well, and progressing.

 25 EXPOS AND EVENTS

A wrap-up of some events over the past two months.

 26 RURAL LAND SHARING CO-OPERATIVES

Have you considered this as an alternative to freehold land and a mortgage?

 28 GREEN RENOVATION

Part 6: All dressed up. Decks and fencing.

 32 OWNER BUILDER INERTIA

The path from ‘armchair builder’ to ‘down and dirty’ can be taken in small steps.

 35 EARTH BUILDING UPDATE

Earth Building Association of New Zealand (EBANZ) Conference, October 2011.

 38 PASSIVELY AND PATIENTLY SOLAR

Concrete block and Ecoply cladding combine with large glass windows for solar access.

 48 SPECIAL FEATURE: WET AREAS

Bathrooms, toilets, laundries and mud rooms – as you have never seen them before!

 60 STRAW BALE BUILDING UPDATE

After the flood – straw bale wall repair in Emerald, Qld.

 70 BUILDING DIARY…

Roofing, rocking and body wrecking – a lesson in moderation.
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SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
PRINCIPLES IN 

ACTION

Eco town houses

Straw bale working bee

Extensions to a mud brick home

Food storage solutions

Free! Choose a free building 
book. See page 67
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A variety of alternative building 

structures, including earthbag, 

mud brick and straw bale, can be 

seen at CERES in Melbourne, Vic. 

Story starts page 49. 
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 6 ENDURANCE

The story of two women and two (more) buildings.

 16 UPDATING A MUDDY

A small 1980s mud brick house is given a spacious Hebel extension.

 23  ECO TOWN HOUSES IN THE CBD

A small sustainable development close to the Perth CBD, being undertaken by 
two couples.

 29 STRAW BALE BUILDING UPDATE

Straw bale walls and bushfires.

 32 MUD HOUSE RESTORATION

A mud brick vault and dome, built in 1982, is given a little TLC.

 38 TASMANIA – SEA TO SKY

Building a sustainable home that is also healthy was important to this couple.

 49 CREATING A NEW WAY OF BEING

CERES is recognised as an international leader in community and 
environmental practice.

 55 MOUNTAIN RIVER STRAW BALE WORKING BEE

A lot can be learned by working directly on a real building project.

 58 SPECIAL FEATURE: FOOD STORAGE

From keeping vermin out to ensuring contents stay in, here are a few handy 
solutions to your storage problems.

 68 TINY HOMES: SIMPLE SHELTER

‘Small rooms or dwellings discipline the mind; large ones weaken it.’ 
– Leonardo da Vinci.

 74 FUTURE HOMES 2012

A new round of design challenges for students in Hunter and Central Coast 
Schools is about to start.
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