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Earth building the cob way
Polished concrete bench tops
Passive solar stone house
Building in stages
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¢ Australian straw bale hous
¢+ Building a water garden
+ Earth wall surface coatmgs

+ Working with heavy pen. B
timbers
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Our visit to the environmental
technology expo in Kangaroo
Valley was opportunity to visit
some fine owner built homes.
This was one of them.
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+ Independent power systems in winter
+ Restoration of mud brick walls

+ Earth berm house
+ Simulated sandstone
¢ The 68day house
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The Elson family’s earth
berm house in south-west
Western Australia. See Annie
Mayo’s article on page 6.
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¢ Thoughts on.
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¢ Mud brick
construction details

+ Restoring stone ruins Rt ‘ “
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Front: Giant tree trunks mark
the entry to Neil’s home.
Back: A wheely good loo.
See our cover story on p.6.

One owner builder’s dreaming ......................... 6

Having a creative dream is a good place to start.

Thoughts on straw bale building ................. 11

It’s time to take a serious look.

Mud brick building in South Africa............... 18

A first hand up-to-date account.

Tools required for heavy timber framing ....... 21

Rob Hadden talks about the right tools for the job.

Saving stoneruins.......................o 25

Can historic ruins become homes again?

Starting with the bathroom......................... 30

Well, you’ve got to start somewhere!

How much will it cost me to build? .................. 36

Know where you’re going before you start.

Earth building Standards............................ 44

What ever happened to them?

Some alternative ideas for post and beam

construction...................... 46

Big timbers are not the only way to go.

New life for ancient fossils.......................... 52

Working with limestone can reveal more than hidden talents.
REGULAR FEATURES

InHouse.................................. 5 Back issues........................... 40

Letters................... 14 Subscriptions.......................... 41

Coming events...................... 16  Directory................................ 49

Lineads ... 17 Bookshop...................... 57

Plans..................................... 28 From the back porch............... 58

The Owner Builder Magazine 8




Issue Number 83

Builder

Owner

The Australasian home builders magazine

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 1997 (N.Z. $5.85 incl. GST) $3.95

¢ Hints on laying stone
o Ferro cement home
+ Heavy timber joinery
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Front: The Prest family home.
Read about it on page 6.
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More on heavy
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Front: House in a rainforest
where nature provides
outside privacy.

Back: Walled courtyard pro-
viding outdoor privacy to a
suburban home. See “Courting
the great outdoors” page 11.
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