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TRACEY TOOHEY 
DESIGN & DRAFTING
Energy efficient, environmentally 
conscious and intuitive design. 
Services: Consulting, Design, Drafting and 
Thermal Performance Assessments.
Wangaratta 03 5725 7305

BELGRAPHIK BUILDING DESIGN
www.belgraphik.com.au

Alternative design specialists.
Mud brick, rammed earth, straw bale, stone, 
pole frame, timbercrete & timber
• 5 star energy rating 
• sustainable materials 
• passive solar design 
• environmentally friendly
BELGRAPHIK helping owner builders create 
their dream home or renovation for three 
decades. Member BDAV, EBAA
Professional, Practical, Personal.
Standard 5 star plans also available.
Belgrave 03 9754 7464

WILLBROOK FARM SERVICES 
www.willbrookfarmservices.com.au

On-site sawmilling. Slabs, boards and posts. 
Euroa 03 5798 5416.

PETER LEES
www.cheaphomedesigns.com

Architect and builder.
30 years experience in all modes of design 
for owner builders Australia wide. Call 
for FREE advice or send $29 for our book 
‘Elevated Efficiency,’ which shows how to 
achieve the most efficient home design. Also 
includes 36 very flexible low cost designs, 
ready for you to adopt.
15 Woolnoughs Road, Porcupine Ridge via 
Daylesford Vic 3461. 
03 5348 7650
Also www.yachtcruisingdvds.com

OVERWROUGHT METALWORK AND 
DESIGN
www.overwrought.com.au 

Unique custom made wrought iron 
including gates, signs, furniture, handrails, 
security doors, firescreens and garden art. 
0403 675 170

MUD BRICKS
Handmade mud bricks. (125x250x375mm). 
Delivery available. 03 9714 8478

THE MUD BRICK CIRCUS
www.mudbrickcircus.com.au

When you buy mud bricks from us, you buy 
the experience of 30 years full-time in earth 
building. Phone 03 5422 6602.
NOTE: Please phone us for the date of 
our next mud brick workshop. These one 
day workshops are largely a hands-on 
experience aimed at instilling confidence 
and competence in mud brick building.

BRAD HOOPER
Architect

From assisting with site selection all the 
way through to selecting the paint colour on 
the front door, Brad Hooper can help so that 
your project is tailored to your requirements, 
budget and site.
Drummond 03 5423 9286, 
0418 105 954

METAMORPHIC SOLUTIONS 
BUILDER
Dynamic innovative registered builder seeks 
eccentric client to create fantastic house. 
Yarra Valley. 0402 435 372
metamorphic@bigpond.com

NILLUMBIK ENVIRONMENTAL 
BUILDING SURVEYORS
Building permit and inspection 
professionals. Specialising in:
• Mud brick & pole frame construction;
• Energy efficient housing; 
• Straw bale & stone houses;
• Construction advice & problem solving.
Registered building practitioners here to 
help you with your building project.
Civic Drive, Greensborough Vic 3088.
Ph 03 9433 3243, fax 03 9433 3366

6 STAR ENERGY RATINGS & SERVICE
www.effectivethermalsolutions.com.au

Bruce St Clair is accredited with the BDAV 
and provides 6 star energy ratings and 6 star 
service. Call 03 5236 3231, 0435 892 799 or 
brucestc@hotmail.com 

GREEN POINT DESIGN
www.greenpointdesign.com.au

Solar architecture
Friendly and professional service
320 Neill St, Ballarat Vic 3350
Phone 03 5338 8260

Australia

EARTH BUILDING ASSOCIATION OF 
AUSTRALIA
www.ebaa.asn.au

Keep in touch with what’s happening in 
the field of building with unfired earth. Join 
Australia’s only association dedicated to 
furthering the use of this environmentally 
sustainable technology. Rub shoulders 
with Australia’s most experienced earth 
builders and share your own knowledge and 
experience with others.
Write to: EBAA, PO Box 3210 
Eltham Vic 3095 
Phone: 0429 321 104

JOHN KOCH POLE HOUSES
www.kochpolehouses.com

Building designer & structural engineer 
03 5942 8539, Mob: 0401 460 079
E-mail: john@kochpolehouses.com
Catalogue and photo album CD – $35.

AUSBALE
www.ausbale.org

The Australasian Straw Bale Building 
Association is an organisation that promotes 
the use of straw bale construction as a 
sustainable building material. Ausbale aims 
to exchange information, facilitate research 
and development of straw bale construction 
and to represent the Australasian straw bale 
building community.
For information contact: Bohdan Dorniak, 
Treasurer – 08 8344 8170, 
bdco@adam.com.au

TIMBER FRAMES OF AUSTRALIA
www.timberframes.com.au 

08 8390 3150
Using time tested mortice and tenon joinery 
methods our experienced timber framers 
craft beautiful frames for houses and 
outdoor structures.

Victoria

MICHAEL ARCHBOLD
Specialists in construction with mud brick 
and stone. Many years experience in 
sub-contracting with both builders and 
owner builders.
Ph: 03 5435 3411 (Central Victoria).

Architects, designers, builders and other service providers
Directory of services...



46     THE OWNER BUILDER  �  169 February – March 2012 © www.theownerbuilder.com.au  •  0402 428 123

TREVOR KOOCHEW
Architect. Environs Pty Ltd

Environmental Designers.
52 Spensley Street, Clifton Hill Vic 3068.
Telephone: 03 9481 3195.
Owner builder advisory service; land use 
planning; energy conscious building 
design; council plans; conventional or 
alternative materials; rural or urban.

HENDERSON CLAYWORKS
Rediscovering and refining the world’s great 
earth building traditions.
Carpentry and owner builder assistance 
for natural buildings. Straw bale, cob, light 
earth, mud brick, earth and lime renders. 
Over 10 years experience building natural 
buildings. Servicing Central Victoria from 
the Daylesford region. 
Call James Henderson 0458 131 262, 
james.henderson8@bigpond.com
Lic DB-U 37534

SUE MITCHELL
Architect

C/o Post Office, Nyora Vic 3987
Ph 03 5659 6331, fax 03 5659 6131
sue.mitchell7@bigpond.com
Environmentally sensitive and 
innovative design in rammed earth, 
mud brick, stone and timber. 

FROGHOLLOW DESIGN 
http://froghollow.iinet.net

Set plans available for low cost, easy to build, 
environmentally conscious designs. 20 years 
hands on experience working with owner 
builders. Clear to read, large scale plans with 
step by step instructions. Ideal for first time 
builders. Designs to your individual taste also 
undertaken. Contact Mike for free brochure. 
0427 011 864, a.h. 03 5345 1329, 
frogh@iinet.net.au

New South Wales

TERRA PRIMA 
SUSTAINABLE DESIGNS
Ph/fax: 02 4967 3641. Mob: 0409 126 353
Buildings, Renovations, Permaculture 
Consultants. Based in Newcastle,
servicing the Hunter Valley
‘Drafting your design or helping to create it. 
A holistic service that gets you started.’
Contact Natalie. terraprima@bigpond.com
Our designs don’t cost the earth!

TRADITIONAL TIMBER FRAMES
www.traditionaltimberframe.com.au 

Mortice and tenon timber frames for all 
types of structures. Based in the southern 
highlands of NSW. Ph 0415 111 526 

THE GREEN MILL
www.oldtimberflooring.com.au

Recycled timber. Specialising in hardwood 
flooring tongue & groove boards (end 
matched), milled from 70 year old timbers. 
$4/lineal metre. 02 6562 8252.

HUNTER ORGANIC GROWERS SOC.
www.hunterorganicgrowerssociety.org.au

Sowing and nurturing the organic 
word in the Hunter Valley.
Matt Bramall, 02 4959 8631 

MAKE IT MUDBRICKS 
www.makeitmudbricks.com.au 

Mud brick suppliers. 
Superb quality puddled mud bricks, CSIRO 
approved, suitable for loadbearing or post 
and beam style homes. 
Visit our informative website.
Phone Nowra 02 4446 0140 

SUNERGY DESIGN
Modern passive solar custom designs. 
Urban or rural. Detailed plans suit OBs.
John Basden – Member BDANSW.
Mid North Coast. Ph/Fax 02 6554 1834.
sunergydesign@yahoo.com.au

EARTHBOUND Design+Construct
www.earthboundeco.com.au

Eco-sustainable design/building. Solar & 
energy-efficient. Naturally healthy homes. 
Non-toxic finishes. Quality construction 
and owner-builder assistance. Composting 
toilets and greywater systems. Agent for 
ROTA LOO dry composting toilets. Member 
EBAA & HIA. 
GAVIN SCOTT. Lic 26508C.
Ph: 02 6552 9165. Mob: 0427 592 093 
Email: gav@earthboundeco.com.au
PO Box 22, Pacific Palms NSW 2428

BELLINGEN BRICKS (est. 1980)
Handcrafted mud bricks.
Call Steve 0418 554 576. 

OWNER BUILDER COURSE ONLINE
www.ownerbuildercourseonline.com.au

Official NSW91509 Course in Owner Builder 
Compliance, complete in 3 hours or less with 
a 100% pass rate. 

Tasmania

SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION 
& DESIGN
Home designs, extensions & renovations.
NatHERS Star Rating assessments, 
ABSA Accredited, FirstRate5.
Joanne Hickman, Ph 0409 532 618, 
sustainableconstructiondesign@gmail.com

South Australia

HOUSE OF BALES
www.houseofbales.com.au

Experienced straw bale builder.
Consulting service, owner builder assistance, 
weekend workshops, supply lime putty and 
spray rendering.
Lance Kairl. BLD Lic 48998
08 8555 4223, sabale@bigpond.com

G.W. WITTMANN & ASSOC.
Consulting Structural Engineers
Specialising in “alternative” building:
Structural calculations, footing design
and documentation for council approval.
Ph: 08 8352 7764

BOHDAN DORNIAK & CO. P/L
www.bdcoarchitects.com.au

Architects, town planners.
Environmentally sustainable Architectural
Design, specialising in straw bale and 
alternative construction. 
ph 08 8344 8170, fax 08 8344 6480
email bdco@adam.com.au

JACK METCALF
www.jmetcalf.net

Building consultant. 35 years exp.
Windsor Gdns. Ph 08 8261 9049. 
Specialising in practical, frugal, 
individual, environmental design. 
Retrofitting ideas for existing homes. Plans 
for Councils, advice, inspections.

Queensland

studioGREEN architects
www.studiogreen.com.au

We are a boutique firm offering a holistic 
design service in S.E. Qld & N. NSW. 
Kurt Piccardi 0434 884 633
kurt@studiogreen.com.au 

PETER TOROK
Rendering, Carpentry

Supply of earth and lime renders, applied 
over straw, brick, gyprock, pumped or by 
hand. Tadelakt, cob pizza ovens, pump hire. 
Ph 0411 304 794, 
torokenterprise@me.com

Want to advertise in 
this Directory?

Only $5.50 per line per issue, payable 

in advance for 3 issues.

For more details or booking, email:

info@theownerbuilder.com.au
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Western Australia

WATERLESS ORGANIC TOILETS Pty Ltd
www.compostingtoilets.com.au 

Permaculture and Composting Toilet 
consultancy service. WA distributor for 
Clivus Multrum and EcoLet toilet systems. 
Phone 08 9071 3126. 
Email geoff.tonkin@westnet.com.au

STUDIO WEST DESIGN
www.studiowest.com.au

Sharon Ponsford – Environmental Designer
Sustainable and solar passive building 
design. Rammed earth, straw bale and more.
08 9573 1270, 0414 583 510

STRAWTEGIC CONCEPTS
www.strawtegicconcepts.com 

Straw Bale Building Company
We can help you from the ground up, but 
our specialty is rendering. (We have a 
pump!) Call Dave on 0417 998 944

New Zealand

ADOBE SOUTH
www.adobesouth.co.nz

Designer, earth and straw bale building, 
adviser to owner builders, consents and 
project facilitator. Iain E. Redfern
Studio 1, 160 Lower Dent St. Whangarei
Ph/fax 09 430 2020

EARTH BUILDING ASSOC. OF NZ
www.earthbuilding.org.nz 

Keep in touch with earth building in NZ 
with this national body. 
Quarterly magazine, contacts and advice 
$NZ55 in NZ and $NZ65 outside NZ.
PO Box 1452, Whangarei NZ 

LOG BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NZ
www.logbuildingnz.org.nz 

Helping to foster log building in NZ.
Newsletters, courses, conferences
and house tours. 
$NZ45 in NZ and $NZ55 outside NZ.
PO Box 167,  
Twizel, South Canterbury, 7944
New Zealand.

GRAEME NORTH
www.ecodesign.co.nz

Earth, solar & environmental building 
design. Integrated permaculture site 
development.
ECODESIGN. Ph: 09 4259 305.
49 Matthew Rd. RD1 Warkworth 1241.
graeme@ecodesign.co.nz

Letting in the light
Clerestory windows are generally situated above head height, usually (but not 

always) facing north. They allow natural light to enter a building. An eave overhang 

can be used to provide summer shading for northerly clerestories while east and 

westerly ones may require louvres or blinds.

While they may differ in size, shape and design, the clerestory window is a 

valuable asset in the passive solar design toolbox. In any situation, they are effective 

for cross ventilation and allowing the release of hot air. On narrow blocks with 

limited northerly solar access, they can provide summer light and winter heat if well 

designed. In situations where a superb view demands southerly glazing, they allow 

northerly solar access.

� Your Home Technical Manual (www.yourhome.gov.au)

4.3 Orientation: Design and position openings to control air fl ow. Use clerestory 

windows, roof ventilators, and vents in ridges, eaves and ceilings to create 

convections currents to cool the house in absence of breezes.

4.4 Shading: Position openable clerestory windows to face north with 

overhanging eaves to exclude summer sun.

4.6 Passive cooling: Provide hot air ventilation at ceiling level for all rooms with 

spinaways (whirlybirds), shaded opening clerestory windows or ridge vents.

  Bits & bobs...
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